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African American Coordinating Committee

Wednesday, July 9, 2008

African American Cultural Center – Room 375

 Meeting Minutes

Members present: Frankye Artis, Felecia Baity, Leon Boyd, Tara Britt, Edward Brown, Myron Burney, Allen Cannedy, Lashaun Cooper, Angie Daniels, Kevi Dixon, Abraham Dones, Thomas Easley, Lisa Guion, Vanessa Hicks, Janet Howard, Brian Johnson, Dara Leeder, Demetrius Marlowe, Carrie McLean, Allison Mitchall, George Morell, Marva Motley, Jose Picart, Keith Powell, Tracey Ray, Jo-Ann Robinson, Courtney Simpson, Melissa Simpson, Toni Thorpe, Bryan Wade, and David Washington

Call to Order and Welcome

Dr. Jose Picart, Vice Provost for Diversity and Inclusions, called to order this academic year’s ninth meeting of the African American Coordinating Committee at 9:05 a.m. on July 9, 2008. 

Agenda Item:

Dr. Tracey Ray, Director, Multicultural Student Affairs, thanked all for their attendance at this years’ pilot African American Symposium (AAS) meeting.
Dr. Tracey Ray, provided the Coordinators with several handouts including the 2008 African American Symposium pamphlet, a registration card, the schedule for the AA Symposium, and a document describing the purpose and value of the African American Symposium as part of the student/parent orientation.  A card reminding the students of the date of the symposium, as well as a postcard sent to the parents were also distributed to the attendees. Dr. Ray also talked about the registration process and the registration goal.  Dr. Ray mentioned that the numbers are up for registration this year to the African American Symposium; at present its at 47%, the goal is to have 75% or more of the incoming African American freshman class attend the Symposium. She stressed the importance of both students and parents attending the symposium because it increases the chances for student success.  Dr. Ray reviewed the itinerary for the Native American Symposium and the African American Symposium. She suggested that we provide some giveaways as an incentive to encourage student participation in the second day of the symposium.

Dr. Ray highlighted the small things that make a big difference in the success of the symposium such as; having the Deans, Associate or Assistant Dean participate in the Opening/Welcome session; encouraging non-African American faculty to participate in the symposium; encouraging current African American male students to attend the symposium; encouraging student-athlete participation; and working with programs that are running concurrently with the African American Symposium, such as the Park Scholars Retreat, University Honors Programs. Dr. Ray encouraged the Coordinators to be visible at the parent’s reception on Monday and Thursday from 8:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. It sends a powerful message to the parents and enables the coordinators to make that connection with the parents that could last throughout the college experience.  For the undecided parents and/or students this could have a positive effect to attend NCSU. Dr. Ray requested a list of who is handling the welcome, and she suggested that it would be advantageous to invite alumni to the coordinators dialogue.
Dr. Ray reminded the coordinators that she would be sending out emails giving specific details on the registration process related to each college, and the university housing restrictions for early check-in.  Dr. Ray also noted the quality of this year’s symposium counselors.  The counselors must maintain a GPA of 2.70 or they would be dropped as a counselor. 

Dr. Ray also mentioned the extracurricular activities that will be available to symposium participants.  The activities include a viewing of the movie the Great Debaters in the cinema, a game night in the multi purpose room, and a late night chat in residence hall lounges. Dr. Ray briefed the coordinators on the “Who Am I”? presentation which will take place from 1:00 - 2:15 pm in the AAS program. She informed the coordinators that shuttle services would be provided for those sessions held in Nelson Hall, and they have tried to make the locations of the various break out sessions as accommodating as possible.
Felecia Baity, Assistant Director, Multicultural Student Affairs, continued the discussion concerning the various breakout groups due to inadequate facility accommodations to house the large number of students and parents in one place. Ms. Baity informed the coordinators that they need presenters for the Who Am I? session and if anyone has an interest in presenting to let her know. (Dr. Picart volunteered to be a speaker at the Who Am I? session.)  


Ms. Baity also concurred with Dr. Ray on many issues, including but not limited to the following: (1) offering incentives/giveaways to encourage students to return on that second day of the African American Symposium.  To make students even more accountable, a penalty could be involved if they do not attend. (2) Having faculty and staff involvement sends a powerful message to student and parent participants.  In addition, every effort is being made to have the Chancellor and/or Provost make an appearance to some of the African American Symposium sessions.  

Ms. Baity also talked about the USC courses.  After students register for classes, they will get an e-mail confirmation and a letter confirmation of registering for the USC course. 

Closing Comments
A discussion ensued about the importance of freshmen registering for the USC courses.

Carrie McLean, Director, FYC mentioned she spent a lot of time explaining the purpose and reason why freshmen should register for the USC course.

Allison Mitchall, Director, Director of Student Involvement in the College of Education, mentioned that their college sends out letters to students about the USC class and pre-enrollment forms.

Janet Howard, Special Asst/USC Lecturer, Office for Equal Opportunity, asked about the comfort level of new students trying to fit in when attending the New Student Orientations without attending the AAS first.

Melissa Simpson, Academic Adviser/Lecturer, FYC, answered that she felt they are generally comfortable.  She noted that she only had two African American students attend New Student Orientation so far.
Adjournment:
Dr. Picart adjourned the meeting at 10:09 A.M. 

The next African American Coordinating Committee meeting will convene Wednesday, September 19, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 375, Witherspoon Student Center.

