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AT Clinton in the South
M:
Unidentified male speaker
M:
Well, the reason why Ms. Clinton has done so poorly in the South despite this argument that she has this appeal to working class Americans, is that Barack Obama has been able to galvanize the African American vote.  The black vote in Democratic primaries in Southern states is often in excess of 33%, a third.  And if you are winning that third of the vote at 90% levels it is very difficult for your opponent to overcome you.  


The interesting thing for Senator Obama was that initially he didn’t really have too much of a hold on the black vote.  There was a sense that he wasn’t black enough amongst many African Americans and that they had such strong allegiances to the Clintons and that Bill Clinton was seen __ by people like Maya Angelou as the first black president.  You know, that there was this traditional affinity.  But she has lost out now.  Obama has the black vote and although there are significant pockets of disaffected whites in Southern states like North Carolina, our manufacturing industries for example have been hurt very hard.  It is very difficult to overcome that solid block of African American support that Obama has.  
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