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M:
The Democrats face a number of key challenges in North Carolina in terms of communication because this state in presidential contests has recently gone to the Republican candidate.  Uh, that’s making it something that they can, hope to make some strides in but they have to achieve two kinds of things.  First is to decide whether to get the message into the state, make this a target state, a battleground state, to try and get Democrats to turn out, embrace their candidate, whoever it turns out to be rather than Senator McCain.  And then secondly trying to work on turnout so that the people that they have supporting their candidates actually turn out in numbers and vote.  


In recent elections going back into the early ‘90s, both parties attempted to focus on three to four battleground states as decisive and other than that they ignored most states.  And North Carolina has fallen since beginning in ’96, has not been a battleground state.  The question is whether this becomes one of those states in which they challenge.  And I think that’s why we have this discussion now about debate here to find out if there is enough interest in the Democrats to make this a battleground state come fall.  
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