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Senator McCain faces some key communication challenges in part how closely he is aligned he is going to be with President Bush.  The two have been somewhat close over the years.  But there are the questions as to whether he supports President Bush’s policy in Iraq, so how closely he can differentiate himself from the Democratic candidates on this issue.  But the Presidnet’s popularity is now down to about 28% which is not the kind of support that most people seeking the office would want to closely align themselves with.  So it is a tricky issue there and sustaining support, borrowing support from President Bush and providing continuity while at the same time not being so closely aligned with him that he drags himself down with those low popularity numbers.


Secondly, there are the issues of the economy.  We have some very difficult economic factors right now and some others predicted on the horizon.  And yet he has claimed that he not an economist.  And he doesn’t understand economy all that much.  He has to navigate that apparent dilemma.  



And thirdly there is a question of immigration where the conservatives within his own party have not been supportive of his stand on that issue.  And he has very strong ideas on that policy and he has to work that out in a way.  

So those three areas, the war in Iraq, economics and immigration seem to be dividing his support in ways that he has to pull them together, talk with voters to coalesce that support, bring them together in ways that will enable him to build a coalition and defeat the Democrats.
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