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No Child Left Behind has had huge impacts for every state and North Carolina is one of the chief among them.  There have really been two impacts for North Carolina.  The first has been to alter what was and probably still is one of the most progressive and innovative school accountability systems in the country.  North Carolina was a pioneer in getting out early and establishing not just looking at low performing students but the way that North Carolina judges schools is based on advancement in every quartile.  So the lowest quarter or the second lowest quarter, the next to the highest quarter and the top quarter.  Schools in the North Carolina system that show advancement in all four of those quarters to be considered an excellent school.  No Child Left Behind only looks at low performing students and how they get over sort of the proficiency cutoff.  And that really has affected, uh, our ability, our state’s ability to acknowledge and use what was really a more progressive and innovative system than the one given to us by the federal government.  


The second impact on North Carolina is that as is true of most other states we are increasingly finding our schools not meeting federal requirements.  The goals for the federal No Child Left Behind program say that by the 2012 100% of school children in the United States will be proficient which is ambitious to say the least.  That would be sort of like funding healthcare and saying by 2012 hospitals will have to eliminate disease or funding the Pentagon by saying by 2012 we have to have world peace.  I think it is an innovative idea but it seems to only apply to schools and as the bar towards 100% gets higher and higher states like North Carolina are having literally thousands of schools found in need of improvement.  We will be unable to meet those goals and that’s where a lot of the political pressure comes in this presidential race, is do we acknowledge reality and relax those goals?  Or do we politicize that debate and say, “Ah, but doing that would mean we are giving up on America’s kids.”  And that’s the way in which that polemic has been regarded and it’s unfortunate because, frankly, it would be like insisting that the justice system eliminate crime.  It’s probably not possible.  But politically that becomes then an opportunity to case those who make the other argument in a negative light.  
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