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NCSU 
RK Enviro Challenges
M:
Unidentified male speaker
M:
Well, the next president is going to have to address a number of important environmental challenges.  Probably the most critical is dealing with the shift in the energy economy from the traditional fossil fuel based economy into alternative energies.  And that is going to require a change in the way we conceptualize energy production, the way we distribute energy production and it is going to require change in the way we subsidize and provide tax breaks for energy.  We are subsidizing fossil fuel production now to the tune of billions of dollars a year.  And I don’t think that is necessary anymore considering that the price of oil and gas is so high and production is going to happen where it is economically feasible.  But when we think about solar and wind and perhaps nuclear again, and other forms of local energy production then we are going to need some vestment because at the current time with the possible exception of wind energy they are not economically profitable.  
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