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WB Iraq Challenge for Dems
M:
Unidentified male speaker
M:
The political dilemma for the Democratic candidates at the moment is that they are running in a Democratic primary where the majority of Democratic voters opposed the war and are happy to hear the language of withdrawal.  Both candidates are advocating troop withdrawals immediately after they take office in January of 2009.  But the problem when the candidates then turn to the general election against the Republican candidate, John McCain, is that the majority of Americans rather than the majority of Democrats are not quite sure what the endgame is in Iraq and are not fully supportive of immediate withdrawal.  And so I think part of the language issue for Democrats is in the broader population withdrawal is associated with failure.  And the Democratic Party to some is starting to look like the party of failure in Iraq.  Certainly that is the language that John McCain is going to use in running against either Clinton or Obama.  


I think what Democrats need to do is subtly shift the rhetoric on the war, talking about the failures of the Bush administration, the problems with the initial decision to go to war.  But then using the language of salvage, what can be salvaged out of this situation?  What US interests can be preserved and protected and what sort of the minimalist goals that the US can achieve before we withdraw with at least some claims of success.  Not victory, but some claim of success in Iraq.  
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