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WB Iraq in Election
M:
Unidentified male speaker
M:
Iraq may be a very important issue in November but it really depends on what happens in Iraq.  If Iraq continues the way it is at the moment with increased attacks against civilians, increased attacks against American troops and a rise in American military casualties then Iraq could be very important.  But if the economy remains in the doldrums, if gas prices are over $4.00 gallon this summer, if the credit crunch continues then most Americans will be thinking about the economy rather than Iraq.  And they may also be thinking about healthcare.  So Iraq could be the third or fourth ranked issue.  In the polls we see right now Iraq is trailing these other major issues.  And so unless there are some significant outside interruption Iraq may not be the dominant issue in the fall.  
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