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The Infrastructure Subcommittee has met twice since the previous report including a special meeting focused on port activation charges.

Effective February 20, 2006, ComTech will begin charging departments $100 for all new ports activations requested on the NCSU network. Note this is only for devices that require a new port – replacement devices or moves will not result in a charge.  This is part of providing a more equitable model for adding network equipment in the Telecom closets. In the past, departments have been charged the full price for a switch when a request for a new port to be activated exceeded current Telecom closet capacity.  More information regarding this may be found at http://comtech.ncsu.edu/networking/support/lan_announcement.htm

The rollout of wireless is continuing with a commitment from the ETF committee for $250,000.  This is being matched with $250,000 from the ComTech operating budget.  EBI is expected to receive wireless coverage within the week.  Work is well underway in  Winston/Caldwell/Tompkins and Brooks/Kamhoefner and these systems should be completed by the end of February.  The design is complete in Harrelson and we’re working with PAMs on the final implementation plan.  Design work is continuing in DH Hill, and CVM and has started in Marye Anne Fox Labs.

The hotspot voting program continues and since the last meeting, Admin III won a hotspot as did Admin II.  Wood Hall and Owen Hall won hotspots which are funded by ResNet.

Evaluation of the latest generation of wireless products is successfully continuing and the product should be rolled out at the Friday Institute later this year.  The new system provides a highly centralized management capability as well as automation of conflict resolution between APs.

Work is continuing related to IP Telephony and the pilot is scheduled to move into full force later this Spring (a slight delay) and end no later than June 30, 2006.

The pilot for guest authentication to the wirless network has started in McKimmon and Holladay. This feature is expected to be rolled out across the wireless network within the next 30-60 days.

Planning continues for a registration system for nomadic customers and we are expecting to roll out ahead of schedule.  The registration system will allow nomadic users to register devices for a period of time (likely a semester) such that they do not have to manually authenticate in order to connect to the campus data network.  We expect to offer this service in the Spring of this year.

The Provost and VC Leffler have agreed that the ComTech operating budget should be funded at the necessary level for lifecycle replacement of backbone equipment.  These costs will be passed along to campus customers and, as a result, communication charges will increase beginning in January.  Greg is visiting with the UBOs at their January meeting to address questions and concerns.

