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Microsoft Campus Agreement (MCA)
After working with Purchasing, UNC-GA, Microsoft, the  Microsoft Campus Agreement program is now in place for NC State.  ITD has partnered with PAMS to push through the first enrollment for the purchase of MS products under the MCA.  Since then, the College of Education and the Library have entered into the MCA.  

Any other college or department may make a similar agreement under the MCA program if they meet certain levels of product purchase. This new program, for a yearly fee, will allow colleges/departments that are purchasing at least 300 units of MCA products to submit an enrollment agreement and select the products they need..

The advantages: The cost savings can be substantial, since costs are based on the number of the faculty/staff FTE. The cost is yearly and can become a predictable budget item. The agreement allows the licensed Microsoft software to be run on every computer in the College or department, including labs.

We have estimated that the break point for seeing substantial savings occurs when the number of computers in your college./department per FTE is ~1.4. 
For more information about NC State’s agreements with Microsoft, see: http://www.ncsu.edu/it/essentials/software_ncstate/microsoft/index_agreements.html

Update on the Oracle Collaboration Suite 
We are on schedule for the roll-out of the Oracle Calendar by mid to late February, 2005.  ITD plans to have the Oracle Calendar available on all Unity accounts for faculty, staff and students to use for their time management and for personal productivity needs. Documentation, training and on-line information and education materials are in progress. There will also be some pilot programs under way next semester for some classes that want to be early 'academic' adopters.
Mathematica License
The UNC Office of the President has signed an agreement with Mathematica.  The three year contract has a yearly cost of $25,000 for NC State to participate and we will be able to provide the software to all faculty, staff and students. The Mathematica license has been discussed with PAMS technical staff and some of their faculty and their comments were positive on the contract.  The UIT software subcommittee is also supportive. 
ESRI License

The UNC Office of the President has also signed an agreement with ESRI, a leader in GIS (geographic information system) software.  The three year contract has a yearly cost of $20,000 for NC State to participate and we will be able to provide the software to all faculty, staff and students.   
