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SMDF Distribution Router Move

The SMDF facility serves as the Main Distribution Frame (MDF) for all telephone and data connections on South Campus.  Currently, BellSouth is not able to install any additional phone lines due to lack of room for their equipment in the SMDF facility.  To accommodate new phone lines, ComTech has expanded the SMDF facility and will be moving the distribution router into this new space.  ComTech will be performing the relocation on Monday, March 8 at 10:00 PM.  

In preparation for the move, ComTech has installed a spare router chassis in a new location and has replicated the existing routers configuration as closely as possible.  The move on March 8 will involve physically disconnecting each building from the current router and moving the connection to the new router.  Downtime for each move should be on the order of 3 to 5 minutes.

A list of buildings affected by the router move can be found at http://sysnews.ncsu.edu
10 Gigabit Ethernet Connection to NC-REN

On Wednesday, March 3rd ComTech brought up the first 10 Gigabit network connection in the UNC System.  This link connects the NCSU data network to the data center located at MCNC in RTP.  In the next several months’ links will be added from Duke and UNC-CH.  Researchers will be provided with a means for sharing extremely large data sets and testing high-bandwidth applications without competing with commodity Internet traffic or increasing campus Internet gateway usage.

Network Personnel

Brian Wilson resigned effective February 27th and has taken a Network Security Engineer position with SAS.  Brian was our network management guru and was heading our network management initiatives and he helped to identify and create tools we are currently using for network monitoring.  He also worked with other groups within ITD to be able to modify tools to help them manage clients.  We will definitely be missed and we wish him well in his new endeavor.

