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September 9, 2009

Since the last UITC meeting, the Infrastructure Subcommittee has met three times.  Our next scheduled meeting is October 8, 2009.  This update contains a summary of our discussions and an update on ComTech initiatives of general interest.
ComTech is continuing to work on the next generation wiring standard (UWS 3.0) and has received responses to the first of two RFPs associated with this effort.  The NetStudy group is continuing to meet discussing UNC-wide network practices.  In addition, a UNC taskforce is meeting to discuss best practices for funding models – NCSU is a leader in this area thanks to the work of the Infrastructure Subcommittee.  
Since our last meeting, a new Customer Advisory Team has been formed as part of the continuing efforts towards email/calendar consolidation.  This technical group is charged with providing advice on technical directions and functional needs.  Please visit the WolfWise project website at www.ncsu.edu/wolfwise for details and updates.  We have a scheduled a Town Hall featuring a roadmap and Q/A with Novell regarding GroupWise for 9/23 at 3:30 in the DH Hill Auditorium.
Our plan of mapping physical layer components to switch ports, utilizing a product named iTRACS, is moving forward at a rapid pace with over 19,500 outlets mapped in 107 buildings.  The effort requires a visit by our team to each of the 30,000+ telecom outlets across campus and visits are being conducted on a building by building basis coordinated with both building liaisons and IT staff (LAN Admins).  This project has an estimated completion date of February 2010.  The latest information on this project is available at http://comtech.ncsu.edu/engineering/iTRACS/buildings.php .

Wireless networking availability continues to increase across campus.  Construction is underway in Reynolds and West Dunn.  Design work continues in Park Shops and the first of three annual phases to provide ubiquitous coverage in the common areas for all residence halls.  The Infrastructure Subcommittee continues to determine the priority list (which may be viewed anytime by visiting wireless.ncsu.edu on the web).

The rollout of IP Telephony is continuing to progress and the first phase of the project will end in October.  The first phase encompasses most analog lines on campus with the exception of life safety.  To date, almost 5,700 lines have been converted.

ComTech has awarded an RFP for an IP-based distribution system for video content to HaiVision’s Video Furnace product.  This is on the heels of our continuing pilot project related to IPTV in academic buildings and will allow us to move forward with an expanded pilot (approximately 20 channels) in the residence halls.  This pilot project will likely be delayed until Spring 2010 due to network infrastructure enhancements that need to occur first (strategic implementation of multi-cast which is in queue behind BGP enhancements).  These network projects are dependent on hiring a lead network architect.  This position has been vacant since March.
