ID Naming Convention Subcommittee Report

Lou Harrison and Jeff Webster

University IT Committee Meeting
September 10, 2003
The ID Naming subcommittee had its initial meeting on Tuesday, August 19, 2003. The meeting began with an explanation of how computing accounts and usernames are currently created from Libby Habeck, Terri Riley, Dick White, and Cheri Renninger. This was followed by general discussion and questions on the following topics:

· Goals for subcommittee and desired outcomes 

· Sustainable naming schemes -...

· Whether to have a different policy for faculty & staff than students

· Whether to let people pick their usernames at random, or to offer a selection of naming options

· Whether it should be possible to auto-create accounts on the fly (via web interface, with users having a pin or checksum to get in) 

· Whether data should be collected (such as mother's maiden name) for self-serve resetting of passwords 

· Whether the ID and Unity accounts need to be tied together (Does every ID get Unity access? Do they all get email? etc.)

Everyone agreed that the university should have a sustainable account naming scheme, and that the scheme should facilitate automated processes and self-service applications when appropriate. The group did not come to consensus, but did identify some directions for making progress.

Outcomes/conclusions:

· Any new ID naming scheme should allow for no reuse of usernames

· If a new scheme is adopted and current usernames are kept, there will be complaints about why so and so's ID is different

· It was generally accepted that the problems of renaming existing IDs would be greater than the aforementioned problems with keeping the current ID
For Continued Discussion:

- Is there a window in the new student acceptance/employee hiring process when a custom ID that fits some naming scheme could be selected rather than the auto-generated ID?
- Should username renames be allowed? (this problem is related to the current usernames being based on names)
Tasks:

- Determine when business processes require a username to exist. Areas to look at:

  - PeopleSoft - HR& Financials 
  - other Administrative Computing Services apps

  - PeopleSoft - Students (future)

  - TRACS, student access (current)

  - Orientation (student and employee)
