Software Subcommittee

Report to University IT Committee

September 12, 2007
Microsoft Campus Agreement Users’ Group
Meetings between those on campus who make licensing decisions and Microsoft have been set up to provide campus a forum to discuss licensing issues and technologies directly with Microsoft.  The debut meeting will focus on the Campus Agreement and will be tailored to those on campus who already have a campus agreement in place.  

The first meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 18, 2007 from 10:00 to 11:30 am in room 216 of Scott Hall.  Anyone interested is invited.
We will then continue to have these meetings with Microsoft (depending on need) to discuss all types of issues, as this group will drive the agenda.  Microsoft has agreed to bring in the experts from Microsoft who would be best suited to answer the group’s questions.  
Red Hat – The process to bill for Red Hat will shift to payments based upon agreed upon percentages instead of per license use.  Any college or department that utilizes five percent or more of the total Red Hat licenses has been asked to contribute to the campus wide license.  Any college or department utilizing less than five percent or individuals using single licenses of Red Hat will not be required to pay – instead the payment for these groups and individuals will be covered by the colleges and departments who have agreed to pay.  The goal, however, is that paying colleges and departments’ support of non-paying users is not to exceed ten percent.

Participating colleges and departments are:

ITD 

HPC/VCL 

ITECS

ECE 

PAMS 

Textiles

Since usage and costs can vary from year to year, this group will meet annually to review costs.

Current Software License/Maintenance Renewals

Macintosh OS X Maintenance Renewal – NC State is in the process of renewing the three-year maintenance agreement with Apple that will provide updates to the Macintosh operating system.  The campus has been surveyed to determine need.  The maintenance period expires September 30, 2007.
Matlab – NC State is renewing maintenance for The Mathworks product Matlab through a partnership between ITD, PAMS and Engineering.  The maintenance period expires October 1, 2007.

ITD Software Licensing Web Site
The ITD Software Licensing web site maintains current information about all software licenses managed by ITD.  The site includes information about software titles, licensing information, and details on how to acquire the software.  It can be accessed at:
http://www.ncsu.edu/software

