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Background

ÅFederally supported research centers including 
IUCRCs are typically funded for a time-limited 
period ~ 10 years

ïConcerns about entitlement

ÅAn explicit goal of IUCRCs is to create ñself-
sustainingò centers

ïñNSF intends to seed partnered approaches 
to é research, not to sustain the Centers 
indefinitely. The Foundation intends for 
Centers gradually to become fully supported 
by university, industry, state, and/or other 
non-NSF sponsors. ñ (NSF I/UCRC website)
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Purpose of Research

ÅTo assess the extent to which graduated IUCRC 
centers become self-sustaining 

ÅTo determine what factors predict center 
sustainability post graduation from NSF support

ÅTo determine the level of sustainability 
achieved by graduated I/UCRCs ïhow 
successful are they

ÅTo assess the extent to which graduated Centers 
maintain fidelity to their program model

ÅTo determine the indirect impact of the I/UCRC 
program in achieved by graduated centers
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General Model of Sustainability

ÅDefinition (Shediac-Rizkallah & Bone, 1998):

ïSustainability is understood as continued 
program activities, continued benefits to 
stakeholders, & organizational capacity to 
continue to support the program once initial 
federal support is exhausted

ÅMeasure

ïProgram activities

ïBenefits to key stakeholders

ïInfrastructure


