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Using the video interviews and websites related to American Chestnut Biology, answer the following questions: (be sure to list the website you used)

1.  List at least 3 reasons that the American Chestnut was economically important.

2. What other organisms depended on the American Chestnut for food? Where in the food pyramid, would the tree be located?
3. What exotic species brought the Chestnut blight?

4. What type of symbiotic relationship does the blight have with the tree? 
5. List some of the effects that the blight has on the tree.  Include a sketch of a healthy tree vs. an infected tree in your answer.

6. Describe the method being used by the American Chestnut foundation to restore the Chestnut population.

7. From the map of the original distribution of American Chestnut in North America, complete the following:
a. Color the state in which you live (and the state in which you were born if it is a different state).

b. Did these states originally have American Chestnut trees growing in them?

c. Do these states still have healthy Chestnut trees growing?

d. Approximately what percentage of the original distribution of trees remains?

e. How many years did it take for the trees to be reduced to this percentage? 
***Write a newspaper article telling about the loss of another economically important plant or animal that has been effected by a parasite.  (Hint: think of a food you eat and look on the internet to see if it has a well known disease that effects it.)
