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History of the Stand:  This 1,000-acre forest stand is a mature forest.  There are a number of hardwoods and softwoods in the forest.  There are Oaks, Beeches, Hickories, Loblolly pines, Sweet gums, Tulip Poplars, Persimmons, Dogwoods, and Maples- just to name a few.  This land was handed down for generations and was never managed or logged.  The soil is rich in organic material and hosts a number of plants.  In the forest under story, there are huckleberries, raspberry thickets, ferns, wild orchids and gingers, wild roses, and a number of wildflowers.  The under story supports rabbits, squirrels, foxes, deer, raccoons, opossums, and there has even been a report of a bobcat.  In the trees, there are a number of birds ranging from wrens to woodpeckers, owls to mockingbirds, and bluebirds to sparrows.  People have been enjoying the woods for recreational uses for years.  The family that owned the land allowed people to camp, hunt, and hike the woods.  Those people reported some endangered Goldenrod, orchids, and there were a few old Long Leaf Pines.  The plethora of native plants, animals, and the great habitat has made this plot an excellent resource for the local universities and schools to teach about forestry and wildlife.
Group Proposals:

USDA Forest Service-  This team wants to manage the land for recreational use, while preserving the habitat.  They plan to incorporate controlled or prescribed burning in the forest to manage the land.
Concerned Citizens of Raleigh-  This group is afraid of developers putting in a mall, their houses being burnt down from prescribed burn, and would prefer that the site be used for educational purposes.
Weyerhaeuser Corporation-  This company is proposing to harvest the timber, take a portion of the proceeds, give the rest of the money to city for their use, and then reforest the land.
Raleigh Developers-  This group wants to purchase the land and put in townhouses, a park, upscale dining and shopping, and a state of the art gym facility.
North State Forestry-  This smaller group of foresters wants to help manage the forest and cut some of the timber for sale today and put a harvest and reproduction plan that will sustain the forest for centuries to come.
USDA Forest Service
The USDA Forest Service has great plans for these 1,000-acres.  The Forest Service would like to see the area become a park.  They would work with the Raleigh City Parks to create a park that would use prescribed fire to maintain the vegetation of the under story to prevent wildfires that could ultimately affect surrounding neighborhoods.

Prescribed Fire is used to approximate the natural vegetative disturbance of periodic fire occurrence. This vegetative management tool is used to maintain fire dependent ecosystems and restore those outside their natural balance. Generally, low intensity prescribed fire, is applied by trained experts to clear ground of dangerous fuels like dead wood and brush. This low-intensity fire is vital to the life cycles of fire-dependent range and forest lands. Through centuries of frequent fire influence, certain plant species and forest communities became adapted to cope with - and even benefit from - wildfire. Many plants now inhabit areas where fire does not mean destruction - it means survival.
Most prescribed fires are lit by crews using the drip torch, a hand-carried device that pours out a small stream of burning fuel. Other fires or burns are ignited by helicopters carrying a gelled fuel torch (helitorch) or a sphere dispenser machine that drops material to ignite the surface fuels in forest and range types. Exactly how each unit is ignited depends on weather, the lay of the land, and the intensity of the fire needed to meet the goal of the burn. 
Fire causes some important changes in forest systems. It creates openings in the forest, and converts mineral-storing parts of plants (the stems, leaves, bark, and duff) to ash. In ash form, most of these essential mineral nutrients are dissolved by rain and snow and returned to the soil - recycled for use. Plants in forests born of fire take full advantage of these changes.

Flowering plants successfully establish themselves on burned areas, flourishing in full sunlight and thriving in the lack of competition from other vegetation. Many seeds will not sprout when they fall in a shaded or crowed area. Wildlife often "pioneer" a recent burn; many birds and small mammals depend on the seeds they find there after a fire.
This forest and its use of prescription burning will be one of the greatest educational tools for people and students in the community.  Community members will be able to see the differences between a wildfire and a prescribed burn and see the beneficial results.  The USDA Forestry Service wants to prevent future wildfires by educating society about the benefits of prescribed fire.

The goal of the USDA Forest Service and the Raleigh City Parks is to create a space that will allow a number of recreational uses.  The park would include hiking trails, space for camping, biking trails, and an outdoor educational classroom.  The outdoor educational classroom would be under the direction of the Raleigh City Parks.  Students from local high schools and universities will be able to learn about the park and its management techniques.  
Concerned Citizens of Raleigh
Our group is extremely excited that 1,000-acres have been donated to the city of Raleigh.  We want to make sure that this forest stand is treated with respect and has the greatest beneficial impact for our city, the city of the Oaks.  
Raleigh is a growing area with an increase of family and children.  Nearly 70 people move to this city everyday.  They need to have a space to relax and enjoy.  There should be green space available for these people living in the city that will provide them a sanctuary away from the hustle and bustle of our city.

We would be delighted to have a park and an educational forest.  There are a number of schools and universities, who could benefit from an educational forest.  At this time, there are no state educational forests in Wake County and the city park is in the Northern part of the county.  It would be more convenient for classes to come and visit and use the facilities if it were more centrally located.

We have read the news and realize that there are a number of ideas for this forest.  We have many concerns for these proposals.  Firstly, the USDA Forest Service has many good ideas that we would like.  We would be happy for this forest to host trails for hiking and biking, campsites, and an educational area.  Our group, however, is extremely concerned with their proposal of prescribed fire. We are afraid that if the fire escapes there will be destruction and fire in our neighborhoods that could destroy our surrounding homes.  We are also afraid that the fire will kill animals and perhaps even fatalities with people.  Finally, what about the fire burning and all of the smoke in the air… how will that affect those of us around the burning forest?

We are open to the idea of using some of the forest for money.  By cutting down the trees, the harvest will be able to produce money for the city that could be used for schools, grants, environmental clean ups, and maybe even help the roads.   We would not like to see all of the trees cut down.  We feel that this would be ugly and that people would not want find our city beautiful.
Raleigh Developers is proposing an upscale living, dining, and shopping community.  This would mean the removal of almost all of the trees.  We are aware that there is a need for space to put in more homes, as we have people moving to the city daily.  We feel that there are plenty of these communities popping up all over the area.  We do realize that this would bring revenue and money to the area, but we feel these developed spaces are popping up everywhere and there is no need for another community, but a greater need for trees.

Finally, North State Forestry is proposing a sustainable logging plan.  This would mean that there would be an initial harvest with some monies raised for the city.  Still, the initial look after a harvest, no matter how small is not very aesthetically pleasing.  This plan does not provide an educational space, but the idea of a sustainable harvest that would provide revenue for the city and maintain a green space for recreational use and promote wildlife would be a possible good move for the city.

Weyerhaeuser Corporation
The Weyerhaeuser Company is a sustainable forestry company that is based in North Carolina and Washington.  This international company provides paper products for millions of Americans and people throughout the world.  Weyerhaeuser is responsible for putting toilet paper in your bathroom and paper for your printer.

Weyerhaeuser manages millions of acres of timberland throughout the country.  We use sustainable timber harvesting practices to ensure that this renewable resource is saved for future use and can be harvested for centuries to sustain the life on earth.  People would have difficulty living without their daily paper products.  Those products like boxes, paper, medicines, tapes, and sodas are made possible by harvesting and using trees.  Unlike petroleum, trees will grow again and can be replanted to ensure future harvests, products, and revenues.

Weyerhaeuser is a company that would like to help the city of Raleigh.  We propose to clear cut the acreage and replant this with Loblolly Pines that would be ready for harvest in 30 years.  Many people are afraid of clear cutting the land, but this can be extremely beneficial for the forest stand.  Once all of the trees are removed, species that could not grow there and wildlife that did not flourish before can.  This forest stand will be a habitat for a young forest where meadowlarks and a number of other birds and animals can thrive.  Additionally, plants that could not grow in the mature forest will now be able to flourish.

There is no doubt that clear cutting alters the forest site, but most changes are minor and temporary. Also, it can be the most financially efficient source of forest harvesting and regeneration of stands.  One of the largest benefits of clear cutting is the reduction of high operating costs of logging machinery and labor, which can make selective cutting and other processes more costly. In addition to harvesting and regeneration efficiencies, the changes from clear cutting can also be used to manage for other positive results including, reduction of wildfire hazards and providing habitat for wildlife.  One of the biggest myths about clear cutting is that it creates more soil erosion and compaction than other harvesting methods. In reality clear cutting is less damaging to site in terms of erosion and compaction, because you only disturb the site once during the life of the stand. 

The initial shock of the removal of the trees will be offset by the hundreds of thousands of dollars that will be brought to the city.  Also, along with the money, this forest will grow again and will not make way for a mini-mall or parking lot.  The money will again be brought to the community in another 30 years when the next scheduled harvest will occur.
The city of Raleigh will enjoy the revenue and can take pride in knowing that thousands of the products that its community members depend upon will be made possible by the harvest of their trees.  This harvest can contribute to the building of homes, the production of paper, and also serve to fabricate thousands of other products that are used daily.

Raleigh Developer
Raleigh is quickly changing from its once quaint roots into a major player in the world of big cities.  The City of the Oaks is welcoming thousands of people into the area every year.  With that influx of inhabitants, there is a need for housing, shopping, dining, and areas to relax.  We are proposing an area on this 1,000-acre site that would provide all of the needs for a great new community.

This wooded lot would be purchased from the city of Raleigh by Raleigh Developers.  They would receive a great deal of money from the initial purchase.  For years to come, however, the city will continue to receive property taxes that will help the economy of the area.  Additionally, all of the people, who will reside in the new community, will purchase goods in the city, dine in the area, and bring a great deal of money through paying taxes and purchasing.

The money that could be generated from the development of this land into a unique community is boundless.  Additionally, the community would provide environmental benefits, as well.  Aside from the housing, dining, and shopping the developers plan to put in a green space.  This green space will keep some of the acreage in tact with the original trees and wildlife.  There will be a path for biking and walking that will get people into nature.  There will also be a small grassy park that will give inhabitants the chance to play soccer or just enjoy a nice picnic.

The original construction of the property will leave some trees, but the majority of the trees will be removed.  The sale of the timber will provide cash that can go into the construction of the property and the green space.

The proposition to put in a new community is a win-win situation.  New and old Raleigh community members will find a convenient, upscale living area that will promote environmental stewardship through the preservation of the green space and the path throughout the green space.  The city of Raleigh earns money from the initial sale of the land, as well as, revenue from purchasing power of the people and taxes provided annually.  Unlike some of the other proposals, this will be a continuous and annual revenue provider for the city.
North State Forestry
North State Forestry is a small company owned by a forester, who has practiced sustainable forestry for over 20 years.  This company prides itself in making decisions for a land that puts the owner and the land’s best interest at heart.

Sustainable forestry is a forest management concept. The basic tenet of sustainable forestry is that the amount of goods and services yielded from a forest should be at a level the forest is capable of producing without degradation of the soil, watershed features or seed source for the future. It differs from Sustained Yield Forestry and Sustainable forest management according to the sets of forest goods and services that we attempt to "sustain".

Sustainable forestry includes, clean water, wildlife, recreation natural cover and forest where seed trees are left for natural regeneration. The sensitive ecosystems are not all about the tall trees but rather the whole mosaic of forest entities. The potential natural vegetation, annual growth and the basal area, combined with the amount of trees per stand to develop a management plan for area sizes from a stand to an ownership through the entire forest, as well as considering the landscape and position of the forest within it are considered.
North State Forestry plans to harvest some of the timber at the beginning of the project.  The sale of the timber will provide revenue for the city of Raleigh.  All of the trees will not be cut, however.  The initial phase of the forest management plan includes a thinning cut.  The goal of thinning is to control the density, composition, and quality of tree stands and to improve tree growth, especially of the diameter, by providing additional growing space for the remaining trees. It also provides an opportunity to cull the commercially less desirable, usually smaller and malformed, trees.
Trees that are diseased and damaged will be removed at the initial phase.  The thinning of select trees will promote increased light into the forest, which will promote new under story growth and the promotion of new wildlife species and habitats.

In this proposal, North State Forestry wants to ensure that there is a healthy forest that will be managed for a lifetime and will be readily available for the people of Raleigh to use and enjoy.  Since not all of the trees will be removed, there will still be several trees for people to use recreationally.  Meanwhile, the initial harvest will result in some economical gains for the city of Raleigh.

The method of sustainable silviculture (the art and science of controlling the establishment, growth, composition, health, and quality of forests to meet diverse needs and values of landowners and society on a sustainable basis) will be employed in this forest stand and will undoubtedly promote the best use for this site and the people of Raleigh.  It will provide economical gains, social learning and recreation, and environmental securities for today and tomorrow. 
Forest Management Proposal Sheet


A beautiful 1,000-acre hardwood forest near the State Farmer’s Market has just been left to the city of Raleigh by a philanthropist.  The giver did not state what had to be done with the forest, so there are many options.  Now, at today’s Town Council meeting, it is your job to research with your group your proposal for the forested land.  We suggest you use the material provided by find additional resources to help your case on the internet.








