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"We strive to 
move beyond the 
gee-whiz of 
technology to 
technology 
supporting real-
life, real-world 
conceptual 
understanding 
and critical 
thinking." 
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Ray Bradbury, relax. This is no sci-fi thriller though even five 
years ago the technology involved may have seemed futuristic. 
And the "marshian" in our little play-on-words refers to a 
space here on our own small planet, a marsh, one of the 
estuarine habitats. Poetically described as "where the rivers 
meet the sea," an estuary is a vital ecosystem found along 
coastlines around the world where fresh water flows into the 
oceans.  

This is a chronicle of EstuaryLIVE, a project that uses 
wireless video transmission and internet technology to enable 
thousands of preK-16 students across the country to visit the 
Rachel Carson Site of the National Estuarine Reserve in 
Beaufort, North Carolina. The field trip is webcastóreal time, 
live streaming video from an island on the Reserve (for a semi-
live view of the field trip site, visit the EstuaryLIVE webcam 
at http://www.ncnerr.org/). This is not some heavily funded, 
glitzy technology project but a grassroots internet field trip 
developed by a partnership of naturalists, educators, and a 
professional videographer/internet enthusiast.  

In this article, the project's organizers in partnership with a 
participating middle school team describe the perspectives and 






























