
 Stormwater Beneý ts

Å Reduces pollutants from rainwater runoff 

Å Complements buildings and visually uniý es 
streetscape, many colors available

Å    LEEDÈ points eligible for Sustainable Sites,  
Water Efý ciency, Materials & Resources and/
or Innovative Design; Earns Green Globe 
points

Å Meets U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
stormwater performance criteria as a 
structural best management practice (BMP) 
while providing parking, road and pedestrian 
surfaces

Å Helps meet local, state and provincial 
stormwater drainage design criteria and 
provides compliance with the U.S. National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) regulations 

Å Reduces runoff from common rainstorms 
by as much as 100%; eliminates surface 
puddles and local þ ooding 

Å Promotes street tree survival

Å Snow melts faster on permeable pavement 
and drains, reducing ice hazards

Å Snow plow with typical snow removal 
equipment; reduce winter ice hazards, de-
icing salt use and snow removal costs.

Å 50 year life-cycle for surface

Å Compatible with underground stormwater 
storage systems, many slower-draining clay 
soils and cold climates

Å    Governments may offer tax incentives, utility 
fee reductions, expedited permitting or a 
demonstration project to encourage use.

Permeable Interlocking Concrete Pavement (PICP) 

Municipal Officials  Fact Sheet

   APPLICATION OPPORTUNITIES
Å Public Projects: Ofý ce plazas, parks, sidewalk 

replacement, street tree planting areas,  park-
ing lots and outdoor seating areas

Å Private Projects: Parking lots, parks, drive-
ways, parking bays on roadways, subdivision 
roads and sidewalks

Å Public-Private Partnerships & Redevelop-
ment Sites: Parking areas, plazas and public 
spaces and sidewalks

Parking at this recreation site on South 
Whidbey Island, WA eliminates runoff during 
most rainstorms.

 Stormwater Management           Reduces Urban Heat Island  

  Environmentally Sustainable       Community Development Tool

Permeable interlocking concrete pavement 
(PICP) with base and subbase for iný ltration 
and storage

PICPôs can eliminate street storm drains and 
sewer pipes as in this redevelopment project 
in Seattle,WA.

3 1/8 in. (80 mm) thick 
pavers with permeable 
joints

Open-graded bedding 
course

Open-graded base 
course (OGB)

Open-graded subbase 
on non-compacted  soil 
subgrade

PICP supports 
sustainable 
development 
and livable green 
communities




