SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF
PRE-LAW ADVISERS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Each spring and fall
the Presidents of all the APLA's
are invited to meet. The March
meeting always takes place in
Philadelphia and we then
spend time with Anne Brandt
and all the crew from LSAC in
Newtown. During the fall the
meeting is usually held at the
conference of whichever APLA
is hosting a conference. This
fall the meeting will be held in
San Antonio with SWAPLA.

Within most APLA's
there is a Designated member
who attends with the President
and that role rotates. During
the time that | have been Presi-
dent and for the past twenty or
so years Gerald Wilson from
Duke University has filled this
role. Gerald’s position has al-
lowed SAPLA to maintain on-
going continuity on the PLANC
Board and has offered that
same historical perspective to
the organization. We have,
however, to develop a better
understanding of how PLANC
works, included the 1* Vice
President Tyra Mason in this
year's sessions so she can
begin the process of being in-
volved with the PLANC Board.
Mel Hailey, Abiline Christian
University, will be the new
Chair for PLANC and Mary A.
Tetro will be the Chair Elect.

Treasurer’'s Report
from Michelle Rahman shows
our budget numbers:

e Paid from account -
verifying that $1,000
PLANC dues for 2009

e 38 members attended
the conference from
SAPLA - 2008 Na-
tional Conference -
Las Vegas

The membership ros-
ter has been well maintained by
our Secretary, Bekki Davis and

those in attendance at the
conference joined the organi-
zation plus a couple who
could not attend but whose
membership was paid. We
have also an updated roster
that was very helpful at the
conference. The Newsletter
leadership continues under
our First Vice President, Tyra
Mason, as the Editor and we
are working to coordinate the
offering of this material on a
bi-annual basis. This spring |
apologize for not getting the
newsletter out sooner and in
the future you will see it twice.
The decision | have been
wrestling with is how to send
the letter and to whom. This
spring in an attempt to both
save paper and postage we
may add the Newsletter to the
website and then alert all of
the Pre-Law Advisers (over
400 individuals who are within
the SAPLA region) that the
letter is on the web. Our
membership for 2008-2009
dropped as the roster was
created from those who at-
tended the National Confer-
ence. In an attempt to
broaden our reach and con-
tacts for this year we may
make the Newsletter available
on the web and ask interested
persons to join the association
through that method.

We held a great busi-
ness meeting during the Na-
tional conference and shared
information between advisers.
One of our advisers was will-
ing to write about her first ex-
perience at a National Confer-
ence for the spring newsletter.
Other conversations within
and outside the business
meeting regarded the desire
to have the next conference in
a city with more law schools
available to visit.

The president and Pre-
Law advisers from a variety of
schools were invited to visit
Tulane. During this visit the
subject of the National confer-
ence came up and it was again
confirmed that many Pre-Law
advisers would like the next
National Conference to offer
the possibility of visiting
schools as a criteria for the site.
Many, in fact, most advisers
have fewer opportunities to visit
a number of schools so this has
become an important feature to
be included, as it was in 2004,
to the conference agenda dis-
cussion.

Funding to assist Pre- Law
Advisers:

It was confirmed again
that SAPLA has a resource of
$250.00 toward support funding
for advisers from the HBCU's
and HACU's to attend confer-
ences. Since the process on
how to support these requests
and how many can be funded
is not documented the officers
will coordinate that effort to be
in place for the 2010 confer-
ence.

2010 CONFERENCE

PLANS
e SAPLA and NAPLA
are planning our

JOINT Conference for
2010 - This is con-
firmed for 2010 to be
hosted by Duke Law
School, in Durham,
NC. All registration
information for the con-
ference will be posted
on the website in the
fall. Dates will be
added this summer.

There is some thought
to an early arrival so attendees
will be able to visit other NC
Schools within the State, Wake
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SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF PRE-LAW ADVISERS

A Newcomers Perspective at Pre Law Advisors National Conference (PLANC)

I am not one who often

jumps at an opportunity to at-
tend a conference; but some-
thing about the PLANC Fifth
National Pre-Law Conference
notice really piqued my inter-
est and curiosity and it wasn't
Las Vegas, believe it or not! I
also rarely am drawn to attend
meetings where I have reason
to believe that I will not know
anyone (sounding a bit dull,
am I?).

But a national training
for pre-law advisors held only
once every five years sounded
like it had to be a major event,
and as a relative newcomer to
pre-law advising, I had areas
of uncertainty and inexpertise
in which I would welcome
enlightenment and perspec-
tive.

So I checked with aca-
demic advising to be sure I'd
still be in this position for the
next year or two before com-
mitting the budget even
though it was abundantly clear
that the conference was a real
bargain. That done, I regis-
tered and began to anticipate
the event. A week or two later
at the Atlanta Law Forum ad-

vising table, I sat with Rodia
Vance and Mary Alice Tetro so
then I knew one person going
and had met another - things
were looking up!

An Atlanta friend said I

simply had to plan to see "O"

since it plays nowhere else.
She assured me that, even
though very expensive, it was
awesome. So on-line to buy
one ticket and not worry
about the how to get there
and possibly with  whom.
Thanks to the planners for the
Thursday evening off! I
emailed Rodia what I had
done and she said that Thurs-
day was her birthday and she
was thinking about going so
we were two. Our ranks
swelled to five by the time the
evening came and we had an
incredible time at an amazing
performance. You may even
see pictures of us behind "O"
masks in a SAPLA or PLANC
newsletter!

But back to the reason
for being in Las Vegas. What
a program! I believe every
question I had was addressed
in one session or another.
The only trouble was not be-
ing able to attend every one.
From the opening session for
new pre-law advisors through
the nine other workshops 1
attended, presenters were in-
formed, prepared, helpful and
stayed on topic and time
(amazing). The sessions I at-

tended included For-Profit
Pre-Law Advising, Joint De-
gree Programs, Show Them

the Money, Mock Admissions,

Pre-Law for International Stu-
dents, Age of Admissions/
Millenials, Underrepresented
Minority/LSAT Support, Pre-
Law at Small Colleges/
Universities and Disclosure
Issues. The Law School Fair
was a wonderful opportunity
to speak to recruiters without
being conscious of students'
needs to speak with them at
the forums! Thanks to Anne
Brandt for answering ques-
tions I had about accessing
LSAC. The printed programs
and directories are invaluable.
And, finally, if I am fortunate
enough to still be pre-law ad-
vising five years from now,
I'll know a lot of people at-
tending and will feel like an
"old" advisor!

Submitted by Gail L. Bell, Ph.D.
Associate Director of Career Planning
Agnes Scott College

Dear Advisers:

Are you already planning to attend
the Miami Forum September 12,
2009 or the Atlanta Forum October
23 -24, 20097

If yes, then would you consider work-
ing with your colleagues at the LSAC
Pre-Law Advisers Table at the
events?

If yes, for the Miami event please
send an email to Tyra Mason
tyra.mason@famu.edu put “SAPLA
and Miami” in the subject with your
availability. For Atlanta email Mary
A. Tetro, mary tetro@ncsu.edu put
"SAPLA and Atlanta" in the subject
and let her know your availability.
We need volunteers from 10:00 am -
4:00 pm. We advise in 2-3 hour
shifts so any time you could help
would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks! Mary & Tyra







