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Bladen teens honored at N.C. 4-H Congress
Two Bladen County teens were honored during the recent N.C. 4-H Congress, held July 18-21 in Raleigh. State Congress is the high point of the 4-H year, bringing young people from across the state to the North Carolina State University campus.

Luke Hill, 16, of Elizabethtown was inducted into the state 4-H Honor Club, one of the highest honors a 4-H’er can achieve. New Honor Club members were tapped during a candlelight ceremony Monday night, July 18. 

Membership in the Honor Club is based on service to the 4-H program, leadership, moral standards, 4-H activities and project achievement. Less than one-half of 1 percent of North Carolina 4-H’ers are selected for membership each year. Members must be at least 16 years old and have a minimum of three years 4-H experience. 

Hill is the son of Randy and Kelli Hill. Active in 4-H for 11 years, he has won numerous awards, including the N.C. bronze level Prudential Spirit of Community Award, and has taken part in beautification, plant science, electricity and horticultural science activities. He is a member of the Roots and Shoots 4-H Club.
“4-H has shaped my character by showing me the meaning of hard work, dedication, perseverance and leadership,” Hill said. “I have become a person who fills others needs before my own and make friends everywhere I go. My goal is to make a positive impression on all I meet so that they see their worth.”

Allen Monk, son of Peggy and George Monk of Elizabethtown, was also recognized. Monk, 18, won the 14- to 18-year-old division of the artistic arrangement and landscaping contest, sponsored by Pi Alpha Xi. His presentation about roof gardens won him a scholarship toward participation in the National Junior Horticulture Association Convention in San Diego, Calif.

Monk and Hill were among more than 500 4-H’ers, volunteer leaders and N.C. Cooperative Extension agents who attended the congress. The 4-H program is the youth education program of North Carolina Cooperative Extension, based at North Carolina State and North Carolina A&T State universities. More than 218,000 young people between the ages of 5 and 19 participate in North Carolina 4-H activities each year with the help of 21,400 adult and youth volunteers.

- Dee Shore, (919) 513-3117 or dee_shore@ncsu.edu -

State Officer and Trophy Winners here
(Honoree’s name), (age), son/daughter of  (parents’ names) of (hometown), was elected (state 4-H officer) for the coming year. Youth campaigned for state offices and new officers were elected Wednesday, July 20. 

