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Four Cabarrus County 4-H’ers win state awards

Four young people from Concord took home top awards from the N.C. 4-H Congress held in Raleigh July 18-21. Congress is the high point of the 4-H year, bringing young people from across the state to the North Carolina State University campus.

Ethan Wickliff, 11, son of Greg and Alisa Wickliff; Kayla Bollenbecker, 12, daughter of Beverly and Eric Bollenbecker; Kayla’s brother Seth Bollenbecker, 16; and Cooper McAuley, 13, son of Philip and Lynne McAuley, won contests designed to test 4-H’ers’ knowledge of a variety of subjects.

Ethan won the 11- to 13-year-old division of the soil, water and environment contest, sponsored by the N.C. Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts. His presentation was about ozone’s effect on air quality.

In the egg cookery category, sponsored by the N.C. Egg Association and the Dinah Gore 4-H Foods and Nutrition Endowment, Kayla won the 11- to 13-year-old division and Seth won the 14- to 18-year-old division. 

Kayla’s presentation “Eggstra, Eggstra: Read All About It” focused on egg salad pizza, and Seth’s presentation “Egg-Fest in Deutschland” focused on German breakfast strudel. 

McAuley won the 11- to 13-year-old division of the peanut foods contest, sponsored by the N.C. Peanut Growers Association and the Gore endowment. She showed how to make what she called “Blast-Off Bars” with peanuts and fruit. 
The Cabarrus County 4-H’ers were among more than 500 members, volunteer leaders and North Carolina Cooperative Extension agents attended 4-H Congress.

The 4-H program is the youth education program of North Carolina Cooperative Extension, based at North Carolina State and North Carolina A&T State universities. More than 218,000 young people between the ages of 5 and 19 participate in North Carolina 4-H activities each year with the help of 21,400 adult and youth volunteers.

- Written by Dee Shore, (919) 513-3117 or dee_shore@ncsu.edu -

(Honoree’s name), (age), son/daughter of  (parents’ names) of (hometown), was elected (state 4-H officer) for the coming year. Youth campaigned for state offices and new officers were elected Wednesday, July 20. 
