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Lincoln youth receive honors at State 4-H Congress

Eight Lincoln County 4-H’ers were winners in contests designed to test 4-H’ers’ knowledge of a variety of subjects at State 4-H Congress. Congress is the high point of the 4-H year, bringing young people from across the state to the North Carolina State University campus and Raleigh for four days of activity July 18-21.
A team of four youth won the junior division of the poultry judging competition, sponsored by the N.C. Breeder Hatchery Association and the N.C. Poultry Federation.  The team members are: Natalie Wagner, 13, daughter of Gary and Valerie Wagner of Cherryville; Ruth Perkins, 12, daughter of Gordon and Cheree Perkins of Iron Station; Noah Reckers, 13, son of Kris and Stephanie Reckers of Lincolnton; and Benjamin Teague, 12, son of Kent and Tracy Teague of Gastonia. Team members each won a cash award.
Sheyanne Johnson, 11, daughter of Kristi and Jeff Johnson of Denver, won the electric competition for 9-10-year olds, sponsored by Touchstone Energy Cooperatives of North Carolina. Sheyanne won a cash award for her presentation, “Who Really Discovered Electricity?” about the history of those involved in the discovery.

Chance Melton, 17, son of Michael and Wendy Melton of Denver, won the crop production and utilization competition for 14-18-year olds, sponsored by the N.C. Corngrowers Association, N.C. Small Grain Growers Association and Syngenta. Chance received a cash award for his presentation, “The Science of Hybrid Crops,” which focused on hybrid crops, what they are, why we use them and whether we need them. 

Joseph Perkins, 15, son of Gordon and Cheree Perkins of Iron Station, won the turkey barbecue competition for 14-18-year olds, sponsored by N.C. Poultry Federation and the N.C. Breeder Hatcher Association. He received a trip to the National 4-H Poultry and Egg Conference in Louisville, KY. His recipe, “Talking Turkey,” was made from Worstershire sauce, sugar, ketchup, hot sauce and salt.
Guy Perkins, 17, Joseph’s brother (above), won the poultry production and preparation competition for 14-18-year olds, sponsored by the N.C. Breeder Hatcher Association. He received a cash award for his presentation, “Is It Number One?” about poultry judging.

More than 500 4-H’ers, volunteer leaders and North Carolina Cooperative Extension agents attended 4-H Congress.

The 4-H program is the youth education program of North Carolina Cooperative Extension, based at North Carolina State and North Carolina A&T State universities. More than 218,000 young people between the ages of 5 and 19 participate in North Carolina 4-H activities each year with the help of 21,400 adult and youth volunteers.
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