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Robeson County teens honored at N.C. 4-H Congress
Three Robeson County young people were honored during the recent N.C. 4-H Congress, held July 18-21 in Raleigh. State Congress is the high point of the 4-H year, bringing young people from across the state to the North Carolina State University campus.

Yazmin Washington, 18, daughter of Wanette Washington of Lumberton, was inducted into the state 4-H Honor Club, one of the highest honors a 4-H’er can achieve. New Honor Club members were tapped during a candlelight ceremony Monday night, July 18.

Membership in the Honor Club is based on service to the 4-H program, leadership, moral standards, 4-H activities and project achievement. Less than one-half of 1 percent of North Carolina 4-H’ers are selected for membership each year. Members must be at least 16 years old and have a minimum of three years 4-H experience. 
Since she joined 4-H 13 years ago, Washington has participated in 4-H activities related to citizenship, leadership, community service, electricity, dairy foods, fruits and vegetables, and more. She is in the Young Leaders 4-H Club.

“4-H has given me life skills. My self-confidence, public speaking and leadership skills have grown,” she said. “I would not be the person I am today had I not been involved in 4-H. As an Honor Club member I will share with others the opportunities, insights and skills I have gained through my career."
Two Robeson County youth took first place in presentation contests designed to test 4-H’ers knowledge in a variety of subjects. Jeshaiah Moore, 11, daughter of Vanessa Moore and Dwayne Moore of Lumberton, won the 9- to 10-year-old division of the careers and entrepreneurship category with her presentation on how to polish nails properly. The contest was sponsored by the Bell Family Foundation.

Jaylyn McNair, 12, son of Sammy and Kimberly McNair of Shannon, won the 11- to 13-year-old division of the beef char-grill contest, sponsored by the N.C. Cattleman’s Beef Council Inc.

The Robeson County 4-H’ers were among more than 500 4-H’ers, volunteer leaders and N.C. Cooperative Extension agents who attended the congress. The 4-H program is the youth education program of North Carolina Cooperative Extension, based at North Carolina State and North Carolina A&T State universities. More than 218,000 young people between the ages of 5 and 19 participate in North Carolina 4-H activities each year with the help of 21,400 adult and youth volunteers.
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