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Union County 4-H’ers win state awards

Three Union County teens took home top awards from the N.C. 4-H Congress held in Raleigh July 18-21. Congress is the high point of the 4-H year, bringing young people from across the state to the North Carolina State University campus.
Cassidy Slabaugh, 15, daughter of Laura and Galen Slabaugh of Unionville; Josh Hancock, 15, son of Buddy and Robin Hancock of Monroe; and Jordan Purser, 16, son of Victoria and James Purser of Monroe, won contests designed to test 4-H’ers’ knowledge of a variety of subjects.

For her presentation about cat heredity and genetics, Cassidy won the 14- to 18-year-old division of the small and companion animal competition. The N.C. 4-H Development Fund sponsored the contest.

Josh won the 14- to 18-year-old division of the expressive arts and communication competition, sponsored by the Ray Wilkinson Communications Endowment, for his presentation about the Rubik’s Cube.

Jordan placed first in the 14- to 18-year-old division of the pork cookery contest with his presentation “Divine Swine,” in which he made pork loin. The N.C. Pork Council sponsored the contest.

The Union County teens were among more than 500 4-H’ers, volunteer leaders and North Carolina Cooperative Extension agents attended 4-H Congress.

The 4-H program is the youth education program of North Carolina Cooperative Extension, based at North Carolina State and North Carolina A&T State universities. More than 218,000 young people between the ages of 5 and 19 participate in North Carolina 4-H activities each year with the help of 21,400 adult and youth volunteers.
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State Officer and Trophy Winners here
(Honoree’s name), (age), son/daughter of  (parents’ names) of (hometown), was elected (state 4-H officer) for the coming year. Youth campaigned for state offices and new officers were elected Wednesday, July 20. 
