
INSTITUTES,WORKSHOPS,TEACHER DAYS, 
ANDTRAINING 1991-1996 

TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR TEACHERS AND OTHERS 

INSTITUTES (5 in Minnesota and North Carolina) 
Two-week training institutes are focused on current environmental 

research topics. 

WORKSHOPS (12 in Minnesota and North Carolina) 
One-week training workshops are focused on current environmental research 
topics. Two particular North Carolina workshops are now held annually: 

EASTERf\1 NORTH CAROLINA (2 years) 
The CampWannagoma workshop and the SCI-LINK at the Water's 

Edge workshop each haye focused on wetland ecosystems. 
WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA (4 years) 

The GRANDFATHER MOUNTAIN workshop focuses on Appalachian 
mountain ecosystems. 

WEEKEND WORKSHOPS (12 in North Carolina) 
Held Friday night and all day Saturday, these workshops focus on· 
current environmental research topics such as water, air, air quality, 
water quality, ozone, Lyme disease, and climate change. 

TEACHER DAY (6in North Carolina) 
This annual, one-day.seminar focuses on curr.ent environmental research 
topics that are chosen for study by the participating teachers. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

SCI-LINK TEACHER (2 years)
 
The SCI-LINK Teacher arranges and manages teacher workshops,
 
seminars, and other professional development' opportunities offered by
 
SCI-L1NK/GLOBE-NE~.Teachers al$o help write grants, meet with state 
and national educational leaders, speak at various conferences, and act 
as an education resource for teachers. 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT INTE~NS (6 years) 
Undergraduate students interested in environmental science and global 
change who are employed by the projects on a part-time basis. 

GRADUATE STUDENT INTERNS (6 years) 
Graduate students interested ·in environmental science and global change. 
who are employed by the projects on apart-time basis. 



INSTITUTES AND WORKSHOPS 
SCI-LINK workshops and institutes prepare teachers with the knowledge, 
tools and raw material to address complex science-related topics in their 
classrooms. Research scientists present current findings on contemporary 

_environmental science topics. Teachers visit laboratories and field sites, 
where they often conduct environmental monitoring on their own. Using 
computers and an innovative "hands-on" approach to scientific inquiry, 
the teachers apply their new knowledge to developing unique activities and 
instructional materials appropriate to their grade levels. A key benefit of 
this process for many teachers is the opportunity to overcome fear of the 
computer by working with partners in a supportive atmosphere. 

I When the teachers return to their own classrooms, they carry with 
them up-to-date information on scientific topics, new teaching resources 
specially developed for their students, and enhanced confidence in their 
ability to teach from their own experiences and discoveries. Their students 
are encouraged to think for themselves and explore new lines of scientific 
questioning. 

Activities developed during the SCI-LINK workshops are compiled, 
edited, classroom-tested, reviewed by scientists,. rewritten, and printed as 
GLOBE-NET resource booklets. Approximately one-tenth of the activities 
developed from 1991"to 1996 have been published by KendalVHunt 
Publishing Company of Dubuqe, Iowa, and more publications are planned. 

SCI-LINKAT THE .MOUNTAIN Top 
Annual one-week summer workshop, 1993-1996 

In a meeting room atop Grandfather Mountain, the highest peak in the Blue 

Ridge Mountains,teachers from North Carolina, M'innesota, and Monaco listen 

to leading scientists present current research on endangered species, air quality, 

environmental islands, and mountain ecosystems. Moving outside, they 

participate in environmental monitoring. In the computer and library facilities of 

nearby Lees;.McRae College, the teachers work individually and in teams to 

develop activities that will help them bring contemporary science back to the 

home classroom. 

In 1996 this workshop involved teachers from New York, Connecticut, 
Louisiana and Virginia, and personnel from Outward Bound and the NC 
Department of Environment, Health and Natural Resources. The 
workshops were sponsored by the National Science Foundation and the 
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation, with additional support from the 
UNC Network and the NC Department of Public Instruction. Grandfather 
Mountain is made available for scientific re~earch and e~ucational 

purposes as part of Man and the Biosphere Program of the United Nations. 



SCI-LI NKAT THE WATER'S EDGE: CAMP WANNAGOMA 
One-week summer workshop, 1994 

At Goose Creek State Park, where the Pamlico River meets the Atlantic Ocean, 

I3 teachers gather at the water's edge to learn about the effects of nonpoint 

source pollution on the estuarine environment and the role of wetlands in 

protecting estuaries from pollution and flooding. The hands-on 

SCI-LINK workshop format is expanded during this week with several new features: 

it IS directed at teachers of K-5 in nearby schools and conducted in conjunction 

with Camp Wannagoma ("I wanna go, Ma"), a summer day camp for children K-5. 

This workshop involved the NC Division of Parks and Recreation, the 
Albemarle-Pamlico Estuarine Study Project, the Beaufort County (NG) 4-H 
Program, Bath School, the City of Washington Police Department, the NC 
Office of Environmental Education, .and others-a real team effort! The 
teacher training component of the workshop was funded by a grant from 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region IV. Scholarships 
for Camp Wannagoma were provided to children of low-income families. In 
the Summer of 1996, Vance County and a number of other cooperators 
supported "SCI-LINK AT THE WATER'S EDGE" for 26 teachers. 

TEACHER DAYS 
In the middle of each school year more than 150 teachers convene in'Raleigh 

for a special one-day symposium centered around a current environmental 

science topic. The annual SCI-L1NKlGLO~E-NETTeacher Day brings teachers 
from across North Carolina together with scientists, science educators, and 

government agency personnel for an extraordinary day of learning, 
networking and energizing. Teachers meet and hear from leading scientists, 
catch up on current environmental research, network with teachers from 

other schools, and brainstorm about how to take the new information back to 

their students. Teacher Day provides an exciting, stimulating professional 
" 

,	 development opportunity that generates renewed enthusiasm for the
 

remainder of the sch()ol year.
 

Environmental topics selected by teachers for Teacher Day:
 
1991 Climate change
 
1992 Waste-prevention, reuse, recycling
 
1993 .,Ozone
 
1994 Water
 
1995 Global change
 
1996 Wetlands and estuaries
 
1997 Environmental health
 

Packets of resource materials compiled by SCI-L1NK/GLOBE-NET 
project staff are provided to each participating teacher. Exhibits offer 
demonstrations, handouts, and a chance to meet resource people in federal 
and state agencies, environmental science organizations, and publishers 
and producers of resource materials. 



, SCI-lIN'KlG~OBE~NET: 
:,CQllege ·of,Education.and Psychology 

"l;-JorthCaroHn~Sta~e Uhiversity. 


