COI Textbook Management Plan Scenario - General Guidance to Approvers:

 Please be reminded that conflict of interest disclosures should not be approved if the disclosure itself or the plan to mitigate risks associated with a disclosure do not meet what a reasonable external observer would understand and consider acceptable.   As I monitor conflict of interest form in the new system I am observing some forms with unnecessary disclosures and some necessary disclosures without appropriate management plans.   An example of a necessary disclosure with an inappropriate management plan is as follows: 


 Textbook used in author's course and sold to the student with a royalty returned to the employee.   Employee discloses: 

· I wrote Textbook Title for IES460.  It was written with this course in mind.   It is the best textbook for this course. 

A more appropriate disclosure and management plan might be as follows: 

· I wrote Textbook Title for IES460 and receive a small royalty stream from sales around the country including from students required to procure the text for my section of the     course.   I have consulted with the department head (or textbook selection committee, or some other competent advisor) and we decided that the selection of this book is appropriate not only because in our collective opinion it meets an acceptable standard for a textbook used at NC State University, but it also provides for a more effective instruction plan, as I am completely familiar with the organization and content of the text, allowing me to spend more time in course planning and curriculum development

Now of course, this is only an example.  It is not a required or even the most appropriate management plan for the scenario described.  But it might be considered a more reasonable
response by an external observer. 

Thank you for your attention to the conflict of interest management process.  

Sincerely,  

Matt Ronning 
 Associate Vice Chancellor for Research Administration;

