Scholars Council Constitution

(APPROVED March 26, 2007)

Article I: Name and Purpose

Section 1. This organization is known as the Scholars Council (here after referred to as “Council”).

Section 2. The purpose of this organization is:

A. To promote the interests of students recognized by their individual schools as “University Scholars”,

B. To encourage and coordinate the activities of Scholars.

Article II: Membership

Section 1. There are to be no more than thirty elected members on Council.

Section 2. Eligibility for Council is limited to currently enrolled students who are either participating in or have fulfilled the requirements of the University Scholars Program.

Section 3. An individual’s membership on Council is contingent upon compliance with Council attendance policies.

Section 4. Each member has one vote, except the Chairperson.

Section 5. Each member serves for the period of two semesters or until the end of the Spring semester, whichever comes first.

Section 6. The president of Sullivan Hall Activities Council is invited to be a member by position.

Membership is not affected by absences due to Hall Council events.

Article III: Elections

Section 1. No more than twenty members are determined by an election process in the Spring.

A. The date of an election meeting is set by the Council Chairperson, and must occur no later than the Sunday prior to the final two weeks of class.

B. This election is run by the Primary and Secondary Advisors to Council.

C. Any University Scholar may attend and vote at this election. This is a closed ballot election.

D. Each University Scholar in attendance may vote for no more than ten applicants.

E. An applicant is considered elected if:

1. the applicant receives at least two votes, and

2. is among the twenty applicants with plurality.

F. In case of a tie, a second vote will be held during that same meeting as stated by above procedures for elections.

Section 2. Remaining positions on Council may be filled in the Fall by an election determined by plurality with only Council members voting.

Section 3. Any vacant position may be filled by an election process as stated above in Article III, Section 2 at the discretion of Council.

Article IV: Responsibilities of Members

Section 1. Attendance
A. Each member is expected to attend every meeting of Council.

B. Failure to attend two meetings over the course of the academic year shall result in a written warning.

C. Failure to attend three meetings shall result in a conference with the Executive Board.

Section 2. All members are expected to contribute to the planning, implementation, and evaluation of Council sponsored activities.

Section 3. Council shall act as a liaison between University Scholars and the Director and Associate Director of the University Scholars Program.

Article V: Officers

Section 1. Election of Officers

A. The Council elects the following officers who serve as the Executive Board:

1. Chairperson

2. Vice-Chairperson

3. Treasurer

4. Secretary

5. Historian

6. Publicity Chair

B. Officers are elected from among and by newly-elected and re-elected Council members at the first meeting following Spring elections.

C. An officer's term of office shall consist of two semesters, or until the end of the Spring semester.

D. In the event an office becomes vacant, a temporary replacement may be appointed by the Chairperson and approved by the vote of Council (A special election to fill the vacant position must be held within two regularly scheduled meetings).

Section 2. Chairperson

A. The duties of the Chairperson includes planning for and presiding over each Council meeting.

B. The Chairperson appoints each committee chairperson.

C. The Chairperson oversees all Council activities.

D. The Chairperson serves as the main representative of Council.

E. The Chairperson is responsible for planning and running Executive Board meetings.

F. The Chairperson votes only to resolve a tie.

Section 3. Vice-Chairperson

A. The Vice-Chairperson presides over Council meetings in the absence of the Chairperson.

B. The Vice-Chairperson serves to assist and fulfill duties assigned by the Chairperson.

C. The Vice-Chairperson is responsible for fostering relationships and maintaining communication within Council including planning and implementing the fall and spring Council retreats.

D. The Vice-Chairperson is to foster and maintain communications with organizations extraneous to Council.

E. The Vice-Chairperson is responsible for recording Council events during the year in the form of a journal with the aid of the Executive Board.

Section 4. Treasurer

A. The Treasurer is responsible for financial matters of Council.

B. Expenditures which must be expedited before they can be approved by Council are subject to the approval of the Treasurer and the Chairperson. Expenditures can not exceed $200 and must be reported to Council at the next regular business meeting.

C. The Treasurer must be notified of all financial transactions of Council.

D. The Treasurer is responsible for collecting and keeping all budget proposal forms.

Section 5. Secretary

A. The Secretary is responsible for the keeping and presenting of the minutes of each meeting.

B. The Secretary is responsible for monitoring attendance of Council meetings.

C. The Secretary is responsible for notifying and warning Council members of absences.

D. The Secretary is responsible for creating a Lounge Duty calendar at the beginning of each semester and keeping members updated as to their shifts and responsibilities.

Section 6. Historian

A. The Historian collects memorabilia to assemble in a Scholars scrapbook.

B. The Historian is responsible for taking and collecting pictures for the scrapbook and the web page.

Section 7. Publicity Chair
A.   The Publicity Chair is responsible for coordinating publicity for all council events.
Section 8. Webmaster

A.   The Webmaster is responsible for maintaining all material on and affiliated with the Scholars Council webpage.


B.    If a Webmaster is not elected upon by the Council as a whole, the responsibilities of maintaining the website 


        will be given to the Secretary.

Section 8. Officers may be removed by a two-thirds vote with quorum present.

Article VI: Committees

Section 1. Each project is completed by a project committee.

Section 2. Each project committee is composed of volunteers.

Article VII: Organization of Council Meetings

Section 1. All meetings are conducted by a loose following of Robert's Rules of Order, at the discretion of the Chairperson.

Section 2. Special Summer meetings, not in regular term, may be called by Council members.

A. Attendance at these meetings is voluntary.

B. All members of Council must be notified of the meetings in advance, or informed of decisions or plans made at these meetings within two weeks.

C. Any plans and decisions made at these meetings are subject to the approval of the Executive Board.
Article VIII: Advisors

Section 1. The Associate Director of the University Scholars Program serves as the primary advisor.

Section 2. The Director serves as the secondary advisor.

Section 3. All final decisions are made by Council.

Article IX: Ratification

Section 1. This constitution shall be ratified upon two-thirds majority approval with a quorum present, and upon the approval of the office of Student Development.

Article X: Amending the Constitution and By-laws

Section 2. Quorum is defined as two-thirds of Council.

Section 3. Amendments to the constitution or by-laws are presented by members of the organization in writing and read at a regular meeting, but are not voted upon until the next regular meeting, following discussion by the full Council. Quorum must be present, and the vote is carried by a two thirds majority.

Section 4. All amendments to this constitution of by-laws shall be subject to the approval of the Student Senate.

Section 5. Any article of this constitution, or part thereof, that is in direct violation of the Student Government Constitution or By-laws are null and void, and declared unconstitutional by the President of the Student Body. Any difference of opinion between the President and Council is arbitrated by the Student Senate, whose decision is final.

Article XI: All powers not enumerated in this constitution are reserved to Council.

Article XII: Tax Provisions as set under section 1116(a)(4) of the Tax Law.

Section 1. In the event of dissolution, all of the remaining assets and property of the organization shall after necessary expenses thereof be distributed to such organizations as shall qualify under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tax laws; or to the federal government, or to a state or local government for a public purpose.

Section 2. No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of any member , trustee, director, officer of the organization, or any private individual (except that reasonable compensation may be paid for services rendered to or for the organization), and no member, trustee, officer of the organization or any private individual shall be entitled to share in the distribution of any of the assets upon dissolution of the organization.

Section 3. No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation (except as otherwise provided by section 501(h) of the Internal Revenue Code, as amended, nor shall the organization participate in, or intervene in (including the publication or distribution of statements), any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office.

Section 4. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the organization is organized exclusively for educational and social purposes, as specified in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and shall not carry on any activities not permitted to be carried on by an organization exempt from Federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tax laws.

