Stephanie Cogdell,

President BAS:

The Black Alumni Society started as a group in 1979.  With the help of Bryce Younts and Dr. Lawrence Clark, they became an official affiliate.  And a lawyer in the city by the name of Elwood Becton was the first president, and he and his wife, Diane Becton—at the time she was Diane Hill—started the organization.  Since then, we’ve established a few scholarships and an endowment.  We do an undergraduate scholarship based on need and scholarship.  We do a graduate scholarship in the name of Augustus M. Witherspoon.  And we do an endowment, or we offer money to the African American Cultural Center to help them with programs.

This year’s 30th anniversary is a celebration to help us show the Bectons how we appreciate the hard work they’ve done in the past in helping to establish to the Black Alumni Society.  And what we want to do is honor some of our past graduates that have represented North Carolina State University in a positive manner, and at the same time they excelled in their career.  We’re honoring 10 alumni, and we’re calling them the Legacy recipients.

And we’re excited because we have about 150—that’s my last count.  I think we’re probably up to 200 people that will come with their family for the tailgate.

let me tell you, what really makes the difference, this year, is Facebook.  I’ve found so many graduates on Facebook.  That’s free marketing right there.  And we can just hunt them down.  I haven’t started doing the Twitter thing yet, but some of my executive board, they do a lot on Twitter.  So they found, they found a lot of people, too.  So it’s just the love you receive.  And when you find graduates that are right here and they don’t know what’s going on, it’s amazing.
I ran into someone I hadn’t seen in 20 years, and I asked him, I said, “Where do you live?”  He said, “I live in Cary.”  He said, “I haven’t been to a homecoming since I graduated.”  And he sent me a notice today that he registered.  So it’s very rewarding to know that people will come back for this.

