The Hunt Library: Unique in America

Well, the Hunt Library is going to be so much more than just a library, although a library is very important. I’m thrilled that it’s going to be on the Centennial Campus – that’s the place for it to be. 

I’m thrilled that it’s going to be the home of the Institute for Emerging Issues, which has become, I think, the best public-policy institute in America. We call it a “think-and-do” tank – we don’t just come up with new ideas and pop them out there, take it or leave. We do bring up new ideas… we do bring up the best speakers in the world to talk about them at our big Emerging Issues Forum every year. But then we work with the state’s leaders to use those things, that learning that we’ve done, that spotting of the issues and learning about them, to help bring good public policy about We do it in a very careful way. 

We bring in some of the state’s leaders well before the forum this year, and say to them ‘Well, what do you think we should be doing this year? What are the most important emerging issues?’ Two years ago it was energy. This past year? Infrastructure. It’s been tax modernization, education, biotechnology – you can name it. Next year will be the 25th year we have done this.

So, the library will be the home of the Institute for Emerging Issues. We will have leaders coming and going constantly, talking about these issues, making plans, working with business leaders – we work very closely with the business community to get their views, to make sure that they are reflected in what we do as a state. We work closely with local government, with the legislative leaders – and they want your help. They appreciate the Institute for Emerging Issues, so that will keep NC state right in the center place of public policy in this state and making it better for our people.

And then we’ll have the galleries for the Hunt Library, which will be absolutely unique in America. You’ve heard of presidential libraries, and they are about the times of John F. Kennedy, or Harry Truman, or all of them – they have a library. This is going to be different – this isn’t going to be just about an official even though the library is named for me. It’s going to be about the life of the state and the story of leadership in that state, particularly the last half-century, as North Carolina has gone from being down in the bottom of things up to closer to the top, and how that came about. It’s appropriate that it is at NC State, because no university represents the kind of community involvement and people working together to improve their lives as NC State does.
